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Topography and Population. A glance at the map is sufficient to show us how truly, from a geographical point
of view, Tibet is a Closed Land. On every side we see it bounded by long ranges of snowy mountains; on the
south by the Himalayas and the transverse ranges of Upper Yunnan; on the east by the Yung-ling mountains of
China and the western mountainous borderland of the Chinese provinces of Yunnan, Szechwan, and Kansu; on
the north by the Kuen-lun mountains; and on the west, where it narrows to a breath of only 150 miles, by the
junction of the Karakorum mountains with the Himalayas. The space thus enclosed is the largest mass of rock
in the world; three times the size of France, having an area of nearly 700.000 square miles, almost as cold as
Siberia, though Lhasa is in the same latitude as Cairo, and the greater part of it higher than Mount Blanc, the
altitude of its tablelands ranging from 10.000 to 17.600 feet, and that of its mountains from 20.000 to 28.000 feet
above the level of the sea. The lenght, from east to west, is over 1600 miles; the breadth, from north to south,
varying from a maximum of 700 miles in the east to a minimum of 150 in the west. On this plateau and its
continuations the great rivers of Hindustan, including the Ganges, the Indus, and the Brahmaputra, and even
those of further India, take their rise, as well as the Yellow river and the Yang-tse Kiang of China. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of...
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