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elements such as the European-like appearance of many Nuristani people, and an ending modelled on the
return of the head of the explorer Adolph Schlagintweit to colonial administrators. The story was first published
in The Phantom Rickshaw and other Tales (Volume Five of the Indian Railway Library, published by A H Wheeler
and Co of Allahabad in 1888). It also appeared in Wee Willie Winkie and Other Stories in 1895, and in numerous
later editions of that collection. A radio adaption was broadcast on the show Escape on July 7, 1947. In 1975, it
was adapted by director John Huston into a feature film of the same name, starring Sean Connery and Michael
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