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1865 edition. Excerpt: . . . was called stifinecked and stubborn,
and that, after all, it only possessed an amount of consistency
and unity which really resembled heroism. Still I thought it
scarcely possible that the New York correspondent should have
permitted himself such a slip, and on looking more closely, I
found that the letter came from the special correspondent
above mentioned. This anecdote will illustrate the general
tendency of these remarkable letters. They are one long effort,
lasting for three years, to shut his own eyes and the eyes of his
countrymen to the existence of any heroic qualities in the
people amongst whom he lived. It must have been an irksome
task for a generous mind, and it is nothing short of sickening
for any man of common feeling to read as a collected whole.
We might take it as an agreeable bitter at intervals, but any
one who follows my example...
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