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Sundays her house was thronged with visitors. To offers of marriage she turned a deaf ear, but Miss Mitford
declared that she was in 1814 engaged to Lord Herbert Stuart, a brother of Lord Bute (lestrange, Life of Miss
Mitford, iii. 294). In 1816 Mrs. Opie visited Edinburgh, and stayed for a short time with Hayley in Sussex. She
published in that year Valentines Eve, a novel in three volumes, explaining somewhat vaguely her religious
views. Hayley declared that it happily recommended to everyday practice the cordial lessons of simple, genuine
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stronger than mere friendship. In 1814 she commenced attending the Friends religious services. Her religious
opinions, although nominally unitarian, had never been very definite. The Friends principles attracted her; and
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