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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Historical Discourse: Preached on the One Hundred
and Fiftieth Anniversary of the Organization of the United Church May 8th, 1892 The celebration of the 150th
anniyersary of the founding of the United Church began on May 7, 1892, when a mural tablet commemorating
the main events in its history was set up in the vestibule of the church, at the right of the main entrance. In the
evening, the members of the church and congregation met in the Chapel. Simeon E. Baldwin acted as
moderator, and brief addresses were made by Horace P. Hoadley, Prof. George B. Stevens, William J.
Thompson, Lyman E. Munson, S. H. Moseley, Walter B. Law, and Dr. S. D. Gilbert. Mr. Thompson s reminiscences
ran back nearly to the time of the erection of the present church. It was, he said, one of the last brick buildings
in New Haven, in which the bricks were laid with the Flemish bond. When a boy, he once went up into the belfry
to assist the sexton in tolling the passing-bell, for a funeral. There were then few large trees in the town, except
upon the Green, and although it was in the Summer they could see the funeral procession moving through
Grove Street to what was then known as the New Cemetery. The Green was still dotted with tomb stones,
around the churches, and often in the Spring a sudden sinking of the ground over some decayed coffin, would
mark the site of a forgotten grave. Every family brought its own foot-stove at the Sunday services, and Mr.
Merwin, the pastor, sometimes preached in Winter, with his overcoat and gloves on. The...
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